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WRONG APOTHEOSIS OP WOMEN
Gandhiji next dwelt on a topic on which he had spoken
in the Subjects Committee, but could not have any resolu-
tion thereon as he did not find the proper atmosphere. The
occasion was a letter addressed to him by the ladies in
charge of a women's movement called the Jyoti Sangh.
The letter enclosed copy of a resolution they had passed con-
demning the present-day tendencies in literature regard-
ing the presentation of women. There was, Gandhiji felt,
considerable force in the complaint, and he said: " The
gravamen of their charge is that the present-day writers
give an entirely false picture of women. They are exaspera-
ted at the sickly sentimentality with which you delineate
them, at the vulgar way in which you dwell on their
physical form. Does all their beauty and their strength
lie in their physical form, in their capacity to please the
lustful eye of men ? Why, the writers of the letter justly
ask, should we be eternally represented as meek, submissive
women for whom all the menial jobs of the household are
reserved, and whose only deities are their husbands ? Why
are they not delineated as they really are ? We are, they
say, neither etherial damsels, nor dolls, nor bundles of
passions and nerves. We are as much human beings as men
are, and we are filled with the same urge for freedom. I
claim to know them and their minds sufficiently well. There
was a time in South Africa when I was surrounded by,
numerous women, all their men-folk having gone to jails.
There were some sixty inmates, and I had become the
brother and father of all the girls and women. Let me tell
you that they grew in strength and spirit under me, so
much so that they ultimately marched to jails themselves.
" I am told that our literature is  full of even an
exaggerated apotheosis of women. Let me say that it is
an altogether wrong apotheosis. Let me place one simple
test before you. In what light do you think of them when
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